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Thus, before the arrival of Malik Kafur's army into the
South, Musalmans had established their settlements in the
important centres of trade ; they had entered into relation-
ship with the people living round them ; and from this intercourse
of Arabs and Tamils a number of communities of mixed descent
had arisen, e.g., the Ravuttans and the Labbes.
The foregoing account shows that the Musalmans made
their advent in South India on the western coast as early as the
eighth century if not earlier, and in the tenth century on the
eastern coast ; that they soon spread over the whole coast and
in a comparatively short time acquired great influence both in
politics and in society.' On the one side their leaders became
ministers, admirals, ambassadors and farmers of revenue and
on the other they made many converts, propagated their religious
ideas, 'established mosques and erected tombs which became
centres of the activities of their saints and missionaries. It may,
therefore, be premised without overstraining facts that if, in the
development of the Hindu religions in the south, any foreign
elements are found which make their appearance after the
seventh century, and which cannot be accounted for by the
natural development of Hinduism itself, they may with much
probability be ascribed to the influence of Islam, provided, of
course, they are not alien to its genius.
The question of Christian influence52 on Hinduism does not
arise here, for this influence was exerted, if at all, from the
north-west, earlier than the appearance of Islam in the south.
It is' known that intercourse between Southern India and
Alexandria practically ceased in the beginning of the third
century, and, before the third century, Alexandria could not be
the centre of Christian propaganda, because in the Antonine
period the Christian religion was prohibited in Alexandria and
the meetings of Christians were held in private. Subsequently,
when trade was again resumed between Egypt and India and
Christians from Syria and Persia settled in South India, it was
:>2 Kennedy:  j,R.A.S.,   1907,  p. 951.
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